By Mwieeza Shamsie
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A 1ANLEY WWolpert is one of rhe
-.:_:— =, MMOST eminent chroniclers of South
e B astan history today, In Palkdstan his
T”"z_...;f name 1s synonymous with his
graund-oreaking biography, Jirnah of
Paiiscun but his general history book 4 mew
fistory of Indie, is now in jes sixth edison. He
has also written two novels and the Diogra-
paies of Moerlev, Gandhi, Nearu, and Bhurzo.
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He was in Xarachi ar rthe mviatson of che

AKU 1o speak on “Jinnah’s vision of
Pakistan” and later spoke 2t a function hose-
ed by the Jinnah Sociery and the QUP,

Fle revealed rhat his involvement with the
suicondinent dates back to 1948, He sailed
1o Bombay, as a 20-vear-cld marine 2n31-

r and saw huge crowds on the shore. He
rnit that the ashes of [ndia’ s grear leader

asyassinated MMahatma Gandhi were to

te immersed in the sea that day. He was so

Caughc up with emotons of the event, that

he decided to study Sauth Asian nistory and

wTete 2 novel, Nine aours to Rama, about
andhi's assassinadon.

Translared into aine languages, the novel
was made inco a film with Horse Bucholz. It
draws upecn the court record of the 2ssassin
Godse's trial published in a quarterly,
canned in India, but available in the Bridsh
Library. The took and film have also beer
vanned in India since. “I think I was too
close o the guth. This means there was an
Inkling of the assassinadon, bur not enougn
precautions were taken. There might have
Deen some support in the governmenr
Decause some pennla rhanabs 220 s

P 30 1asTER, Piodessor Woelpert said.

deanwnils, in 1952 he Sesan to read
about Jinnan while working on his doctoral
thesis on Tilak and Gokhale. Jinnah, who
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adrmired Goknale, had been hailed as “rhe
ambassador of Hindu-Muslim unity” and had
represented Tilak against charges of sedi-
aon. He came across more on Jinnah while
researcning Morley and India because Jinnah
had admired Morlav's work, On compromise,
about the importance of rurth and ethical
ideals. -

“For Jinmah of course guth always came

first, as well as the rule of the law, impartial- -

ity and jusdce,” Professor Wolpert said. -~

He also found many adulatory reierences
to Jinnah by the Congress in the early days,
put after 1935, Congress members as well as
some British officials, referred ro him ag
“unprincipied” and “dangerous”. Wolperst
tound it extraordinary thar Jinnah could elic-
it such conmradictory statements. While the
Muslim League referred o him in “rerms
that wara more than human™.

He xept wondering whv so iirtle has been
written about him? There appears 1o be a
reluctance on the parr of Pakistani scholars
to tackle nis life. There was only an auche-
rized oiography by Bolitho, which was “inter-
estang” but “not comprenensive” and had “a
lot of gaps™. But it spurred Stanley Wolpert
10 write finnah of Pukistan.

“Whie writing the book, I came to regard
Jinnah as a most admirable man with
remarxabls renacity and an abilicy to figar
and retain a barde that changed the course
of history,” he said. | |

finrah of Pakistan was the first comprehen-
sive life of the Quaid-i-Azam and nrowidzd
Jersangt and political iasighos; 1t also
caronicled eveats, speeches and important
details, which had either been torgoiren,
censored, omitted or glossed aver, by
Palastan’s derailed political culture and che
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s carzer from his childhood in Narachy, the
pDeCK traces rhe cvents which caused Jinnah
to leave the Congress because ne disagreed
wirn Gandhi and accused him of mixing reli-
gion wirn politdes and later, alienated further
by the Congress' Hindu leaders, he ervsral-
lized the aspirations of the Muslim League
and negotiated hard for an independsn
Muslim state, Pakistan,

This largely supports and bears out the

|

- radintopally held view in Paldstan abour its

genesis. The subsequent releass of the

Transfer of power dccuments has not changed

his opinion.

Jinnch was banned in Pakistan, however:
Because of the personal passazes. which the
government of Ziaul Haqg considered was
improper and an offer was made o publish
thousands of copies, If the requisite deledons
could be mada. Stanley Wolpert refusad.

He said his only aim had been “to wrira zs
rue and honest an account as oossihie” of
important public figura he had come
admire "for the tenacicy, incorruptbili v and
swength of character”. He did however find
the ban “huriful”, because this was the one
country in which people were really interesc.
ed in Jinnah. In 1987, however the unaxpur-
gated Jinnah of Pakistan was published in
Pakistan and has enjoved epormous success,

crotessor Wolpert's talk ar the AKU was
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Stanley Wolpert: profile
Brought up in New York, Stanley Wolpers
did his doctorare from the Untversire of
: Dennsvivania in 1939 and hos 5ean tes aand
i and wnaong about South Asian history sver
since. Author of over 20 bocks, he is
Protessor Emeritus ar the University of

Caitfornia atr Las Angeles.
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{1562) and non-ficdon, Tiak and Gokhale: re
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: up "z Minisiry of
Aomic Crergy” 1a the 1950°s and “stared
e atonr bomb with Homi Bhabha as irs
first sciends:” and then, his daughrter Indira
Gandhi explodad the first plutonium bomb.
“The more [ lesrnc of Nehru, the more [
realized thar his populisc socialist Fahian
rietoric and fAis actions wers quite differ
ent, as w2i 01§ personal and public per-
3ona,” ne said, s et T -

“He was not 2 wan who pushed for reform
and change. Instead, he ofterr did nothing "
because he was ruled by ideas of Indian
dominadinn and power polides,” e

in the immensely readable Nehrw the
autior relies heavily on Nehru's own wrie
IngS e interpret s characrer and his confra--
gicuon: and brings out his remarkable abijli-
v stand back 2nd leok at himself from a dis-
wnce. His rebeilion against his father, his

doption of Gandhi as a surrogare parent, his

1sdain and dislike for Jinnah, the over.
witeiming {ascination for Mountbartea and
Edwina, comes through verv cleariy, as do
52 ¢GnStant teasions which arise with
Gandi, due to Nearu's impenuosity and his
mability 10 compromisea.

For decades Praofessor Wolpert had beeq
“caunted” at wrinng Gandhi's Diography,
because there was s0 much adready, thar he
feit he had nothing new o sayv. Bur sn May
11, 1698 he landed in Dethi and learm: India
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Major works: Novel, Nine hours to Rama
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(I58VL A new oy oF idia (1577, Jinnah of
Pakusran (19387}, Zuift Bhutto of Pakistan
(1993), Nearu: a tryst with destiny (1596%;
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originally.scheduled for October, to launch a
new lecrure series, but was postponed due o
political uncertainty &nd reschedulecd 1o

ceancide with the Quaid-i-Azam's 222
EH.T':I‘.'E.'TRBI“_'-. The speech essennally summed
1 hddent poinds Tros arnnal. paroeulari

the ';,_}usud 1-AZ2T'S Many artempts 1er a rap-
prochement with Congress, but “Nehru’s
arrogance, parmculariy aiter the Congress
success in 1837, made it virrually impossi
Hle"

He also referred 1o Quaid’s emphasis on
educauon, social and economic uplift, polig.
cal rraining, religious tolerance and the rule
of lav in Pakistarn, zs essential pre-requisites
i0 national harrnc;mm'.

In 19893, 1o “carry forward the hisiory of
Pakisian™, S anley W pipert publisned Zulf
Bhute of Paiisian, He {ound Bhutto “aroac
tive superficially because of his rhetonc, his
popular appeal 10 the masses, his nde Quaid-
i-Awam and its populist nature”,

But the mere he Jearnt abour him, the Jess
he liked “his mercurial, violen: character”
znd the tendency “to vent spleen on those

close 1o him”. He found the Bhurto archives
in 70 Clifton “illuminating, puzzling and dis-
rurbing” for Bhurto often adopted “torally
irreconcilable posidons”™ and had “a multiple
personality in many ways”. The book does
have much of interest, but its main problem
is that the author never does quite come to
grips with Bhutto’s convoluted personality.
Readers here are also likelv to be irritated
by the minor errors and misspelt names,

Professor Wolpert's biography Nehru: a
trest with destiny is much more rewarding,
though the account of Nehr’s personal hfe
nas created a storm in India. Wolpert was
drawn to Nehru intellectuelly through his
Autobiography and The discovery of India, but
-he more he read aboutr him, the more he dis-
covered “weaknesses, contradictions, flaws”
He felt that Nehru “was responsible for
many problems that have plagued the sub-
continent” specially 'becauge of “his lnng
tenurs as prime minister”, the “most obvious
heing Kashmir”

Stanley Weolpert was very critical of
“Nehru's expenditure on Kashrmir to keep 1t
w'aLhin the Indian Union” since “there are
uniy thres rﬂ*muﬁ ._n:u;ue in Rashimir and
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